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    Saanich Sommeliers 
Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

Minutes of March 10, 2015 Meeting 
 
Call to Order at 7:45pm by President Mike McInnis at Murray and Sharon Bierd’s 
home at 1875 San Miguel Road.  A quorum was declared with 27 people in 
attendance.   
 
The following guests were welcomed to the meeting: 

- Julian Young 
- Teresa and Greg Chiesa 
- Arthur van Deth 

 
Review of the Minutes from December 9, 2014 Meeting 
The February minutes had been distributed.  A concern was raised and it is 
addressed in the revised minutes attached.  Marg Best moved and Harry Borris 
seconded the motion to accept the minutes.  All in favour and carried.   
 
Correspondence:  Mike McInnis requested that people “bcc” members when 
sending to the entire club.  This is both a courtesy to maintain members' privacy, 
but more importantly, it prevents potential infection of everyone's address book if a 
virus should inadvertently be circulating.    
 
REPORTS: 
 Treasurer:  Julian circulated the 2015 Budget for the club.  We are in a good cash 

position with beginning cash at Jan 1 of $8,118.  We are planning a few larger 
purchases this year (pick bins, bladder press and competition medals) so we 
expect a net loss of $2,439.   Estimates were provided for planned member 
events and ending cash is expected to be $5,679, which is a healthy amount. 

 Member Events:   Ron discussed the upcoming schedule for the club and the 
projected schedule is attached for reference purposes. 

o Next month the meeting will be at Symphony Vineyards and Pat & 
Lamont will speak of the process of “moving into commercial”. 

o The food and wine pairing at Marg & Don Bests will happen in May.  
There is a limit of 34 people and the cost is $10 each. 

o Ken Stepushyn is planning to coordinate a Symposium on a Saturday in 
the fall.  It would be geared for newcomers and would cover “how to 
make chardonnay wine” – with everything from the grape purchase, to 
crush, fermentation and bottling. 

o There was also a recommendation from the floor to get the club to 
charter a bus to tour the Cowichan wineries.  This will be discussed. 

 BCAWA:  Colin provided the following updates: 
o The club name is now BC Artisan Winemakers Association and it has been 

approved by the Societies Act.  
o Some commercial wines were entered in the Chilliwack competition and  
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 Competition:       
o At the VAWA wine competition,  

 Ken Stepushyn won 2 golds: Best in Class & Best In-House 
White 

 Colin Nicholson won 2 bronze: Bordeaux style and After dinner  
 Murray Bierd won 2 bronze:  Bordeaux style, Rhone style 

 
Old Business: 
 Dawn Robson will provide updated member list once the membership has been 

confirmed. 
    
New Business: 

 
 Doug Morrison from Nanaimo will have oak barrels available for purchase and 

details will be circulated for members.   
 
Health and Welfare:  It is Tony Pearson’s 90th birthday on Thursday, March 12th.  
Tony is one of our long term members.  A birthday card was circulated for 
signatures and mailed to him, as he was not at the meeting.   
 
Technical Corner:   
Ron Ramsdale introduced the Tech Corner, which was to start immediately after 
refreshments.   Marg Best, John Wrinch and Colin Nicholson would provide their 
knowledge and answer questions about making Port.   
 
Adjournment:  Mike adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm, thanking Murray & Sharon 
for hosting the meeting.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 14th at 
Symphony Vineyard at 6409 Oldfield Rd, Saanichton.   


